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A very high hedge of thorny firethorn made this a
very mysterious courtyard and the tops of the tall
trees above it indulged our curiosity.

With Carla we often went cycling and passed along
the banks the river Adige and then, to complete the
tour and also to have a look around, we passed in
front of this house and, peering through the door,
we use to try and catch a glimpse of the owner and
understand why he was so reserved.

We wanted to move to the countryside and we
were looking for a place where we could set up our
future last destination.

Terrazzo was and is famous for the production
of fruit, especially for its apples. This is precisely
why we decided not to focus on this place for our
project, as we believed that the phytosanitary
treatments were entirely incompatible with our
concept of open air life.

As you know, never say "this will never happen
to me".

We bought it.

I will now tell you about the changes we made in
this site to make it more enjoyable, thus giving our
contribution to environmental health.

An elderly couple has been living in this house
for a long time and managed the land on behalf
of the owner, a famous professor of mathematics
and physics, a university professor in Padua and a
consultant to the President of the ltalian Republic.

This is where politicians such as Bisaglia, Anselmi,
Rumor and many others used to meet up in the past.

They came here to relax and play bowls (we
found a great bowling green). According to the
neighbours, there were also parties with high-
end catering services. The carabinieri around the
property guaranteed their safety.

So this is the reason behind the hedge and for
being so reserved.

We almost bought sight unseen, because this land
agent, who was against sale for interests unknown
to us, interfered as much as possible with our visits,
which had to be scheduled well in advance and
were often cancelled with trivial excuses.

Perhaps because we persisted to spite the factor
or because we were attracted by the charming
mystery, we made the final step and took a chance,
as we didn’t have the freedom and time to check
all the details.

The plants in the park were a nice surprise. A
majestic Metasequoia with a seemingly turned
trunk.

South European flowering ash trees with clouds of
fragrant white flowers.

Nettle trees with strong trunks reinforced by
vertical strips looking like stretched tendons of
muscular legs.

Ginkgo Biloba with fan-shaped leaves and an
intense yellow hue in autumn.

Two wonderful beech trees, a wild one and a red
one, which can form a park on their own. | use
them for the first harvest of beech-nuts, a fruit that
can be toasted and eaten like pumpkin seeds.



There are maritime pines welcoming guests at the
entrance.

Asthe latter are among the few evergreen tall trees,
they become a homely hideout for owls (one day
| counted ten of them). They look at you without
turning a hair and you realise they are there
because when you look on the ground you see the
remains of mice, moles and other animals they
silently hunt at night.

There were different varieties of maple trees artfully
placed around the property: sycamores, Norway
maples, field maples, ashleaf maples, ghost Maples
and Japanese maples with the most different
shapes and colours.

Liguidambars with red leaves in autumn.

Tulip trees, an impressive plant with flowers that
look like wax tulips.

We were not familiar with these plants and
| discovered
neighbouring farmers was limited to willows and
poplars.

that even the knowledge of

With the help of specialised manuals and books we
learnt about even the most humble of bushes, and
with knowledge also came respect.

The passion for greenery and plants and thinking
of the good things that could be produced with
their symbiosis, like food and, above all, wine, has

led us so farthat we have begun to radically change
and re-plan the whole property, with a goal we had
not actually expressed, though it was already very

The Nettle Trees



The house







The Park

All the plants described earlier are located to the
south and north of the house, across a surface of
about 3000 square metres. We added another 4000
square metres to the east of the old park.

With a row of trilobate hazels, we have marked
the south side of this new space: hazelnuts are
very interesting fruits, both in terms of taste and
productivity.

We have marked the east side with a row of plane
trees with the aim of used them as firewood.

On the north side, near the house, we have two
woodsheds built with fir beams, which we need to
dry and store wood collected across the land and
to be used as firewood.

On the same side, a headland covered in grass
leads to the farmland.

The plants selected were similarto the ones already
found in the old park, with the addition of some
species such as red oaks, holm oaks, Lebanon
cedars, catalpas, birches and many others.

We also left a space to set up a nursery starting
from the seeds.

As we enjoyed seeing all these plants flourish, we
cultivated our new passion as ‘plant planters’, both
in the new park and in the farmland. We planted
three small black poplars in a corner to the east.
We used to compare the height of these plants
with that of Marco, our son, not imagining that
they would soon become taller than him and that, 4 e, Pt AR
twenty years later, they would come to dominate i e t.)la-ckhpo
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The Woodpecker

In the old park there are some maple trees that
look worse for wear, but we keep them because
we realised that they have become the home of
so many woodpeckers. These birds are very useful
because they are excellent goat moth hunters.

Their hunting strategy is fascinating. It is a well-
known fact that goat moths dig their tunnels from
the bottom upwards, so as not to drown in them
when it rains and to dump the sawdust produced
by it.

Woodpeckers know their habits and have found
an effortless way of driving them away: they see
the hole and know that the goat moth is inside it,
but he does not know exactly where. They gently
tap the trunk with their beak, starting from the
hole and moving upwards. When they feel that the
sound changes from empty to full, they know that’s
where they will find what they are looking for.

In every corner of the land we have kept some
soft wood plants, such as willows and poplars, to
make it easier for this woodpecker of ours to settle
in. Later, we will see how willows can be useful for
otherimportant reasons as well.

Going back to our woodpecker, | still want to tell
you about the moments | enjoyed that emphasise
the importance of the balance between plants and
animals, including our own life as animals.

Inside the park | planted some ash trees. On one
of them, a woodpecker had dug a hole that he
used as a vice for breaking peanuts and almonds,
creating a layer of empty shells around this plant. |
was a bit surprised because that amount of shells
had built up in a few days. | was intrigued and |

started to observe with the utmost discretion and
at a safe distance to spoiling the work | was doing,.

After waiting for some time, | saw a woodpecker
clinging to the ash tree with the hole, breaking a
peanut and flying towards the battered sycamore.

I carefully moved towards the plant and saw, at
eye-level, a hole about six centimetres wide. |
moved further closer and | heard wings fluttering.
inside the nest.

How wonderful: the mother woodpecker, as well
as thinking of animal proteins with goat moth
and plant proteins with hazelnuts, creates an
environment with a controlled temperature inside
the net, ventilating it by flapping her wings.




The Nursery

With the area we had reserved for the nursery, we
experienced how hard it is to compete with wild
animals when we put ourselves on equal terms.

With the help of Marco's friend Roberta, | collected,
under an imposing oak, quite a large amount of
acorns to be planted.

With the utmost care, after tilling the soil properly
and adding an organic substance, we made some
little holes, about ten centimetres apart, and on
rows of thirty centimetres. We put the acorns In
these little holes and covered them with soft earth.
It was autumn and we expected that in spring they
would germinate and be ready to be moved to the
farmland.

We hadn’t thought of crows or jays.

Winter came and with it, also five centimetres of
snow. | like walking in the snow-clad land and |
realise that, with a millimetric precision, on top of
each acorn there was a hole in the snow and no
other hole outside of our planting logic. One of
these birds, | never understood which one of them
was the culprit, had eaten all our acorns with an
impressive precision.

The only acorn that was spared was the one |
discarded, considering it a poor one and throwing
it about three metres away. In spring this acorn
was the only one that gave life to an oak tree that
today, twenty years later, has become a wonderful
specimen called Roberta.

We managed to do better the following year by
making the acorns germinate in a box with sand,
away from the birds. An acorn in particular, which
we cuddled and cared for a lot, twenty years later,
has become the queen of the park.



An experimental grove

When we bought the land, there were conventional
crops: pears (Conference, Abbot, Passa Crassana,
Decana varieties), apples (Star apples) and land
fit for sowing. The aim was to switch to organic
farming as soon as possible.

We realized that, to do something properly, we
needed to add hedges, woods, ponds in the
land, focusing on maximum diversity in terms of
plants. This was the only way to create a perfectly
balanced structure that would be able to defend
itself against diseases, fungi and harmful insects.

We started by eliminating the apple orchard that
occupied about 3,000 square metres. This plot of
land was located in a corner of the property with a
ditch on three sides.

We reinforced the banks of the ditches with
mahaleb cherry trees, butcher's broom, willows,
robinia trees and elms.

Now, after having eliminated the main source
of poisoning, i.e. the apple orchard and after
preparing the perfect cradle for the new seedlings,
we have started the most beautiful job: planting
them.

As this is a new experience for us, we asked for
advice from those we thought were better at this
than us. In the end we decided to go our own way.
At least if we did something wrong, we had no one
to blame.

We were also convinced that in cases where men
get things wrong, nature is so generous that it
certainly finds remedy and we left.

We planned tall trees at a distance of six meters

and on rows of three metres. To prevent the side
branches from growing, we placed bush-like
seedlings among the main plants.

The walnut tree was combined with the hazel.
The wild cherry with the white hornbeam.
The oak tree with the black hornbeam.

The field maple with the same species, but grown
in a bush form.

As butcher's broom is an undergrowth plant, we
used it as a filler structure in this system as well as
on the banks of ditches. The reason for this was
that, in addition to being an ornamental plant with
its red berries for Christmas, in spring it features
turions (asparagus) which, with their artichoke-like
flavour, they are a delight with hard-boiled eggs.

This first grove is now over twenty years old and
contains a habitat that has favoured the birth of
violas, ivy, lemon balm, mint, dandelion, rampions
and many other wonderful essences.

Inside there are hedgehogs, colubers, toads, hares,
pheasants and even a fox's den.
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Renovation works in the house and along the trails

For what we could see before buying the
property, the structure of the house and the
finishes looked acceptable, considering that
there had always been someone living there.

We were disappointed to find the underground
oil tank, completely useless because it had
a hole in it, a supporting beam we needed
to replace, floors to be redone - except for
a beautiful tanga tanga floor in the large
room and an olive wood floor: in the study
overlooking the park.

The paving of the outdoor trails, which were
made .of asphalt and invaded by Bermuda
grass, has been rebuilt by using porphyry
cobblestones, set by following an arched
pattern.

The archeporphyry




The Foxes

Speaking of foxes, with our poultry pen we provide
a key contribution to help these animals survive. On
the other hand, it led us to an experience that few
were able to enjoy.

A fox had built its den somewhere near the poultry
pen. A burrow with a very narrow entrance.

Inside there were the cubs and this is something
we realised because every morning at the entrance
of the den there was either a hare, a mouse, a
pheasant or, alas, sometimes even our hens.

But knowing that these little animals were down

there made it easier for us to endure the loss.

At one point we no longer saw food at the entrance
and we realised that the den was now empty. We
were curious to see what this den looked like.

We found it at a depth of one metre and at a
distance of ten metres from the entrance.

The cunning nature and the energy of that fox her
offsprings made it worthy of respect and made us
forget about a few hens sacrificed for the balance
programmed by nature.




The woods with a fenced 15,000m?
poultry pen and pond

Near the park we set up a structure, in addition to
a mixed forested area of native plants, also has a
pond with its own little hill.

A ditch acts as a border and, after interrupting
it with a filler section, we have joined the two
sections, along with a pond of about 400 square
metres with a depth of about three metres. Water
from a channel (Dugale) fed by the river Adige
supplied water to the ditch.

The soil recovered was accumulated nearby,
creating a hill with an observation point at the top.
Albeit not very high, it allows you to see all our
farmland from a pleasant observatory immersed
in the resin scents produced by the plants we
planted.

On one side of the hill we used, as an ornament,
small black Tuscan cypresses, which now elegantly
stand out and give off a sweet woodland scent.

On the other side, there is a row of rosemary and
on in sloping ground, a variety of wild flowers
with different colours and blossoming at different
times.

Around the pond we let nature to choose the
spontaneous plants that the wind or birds would
bring over time.

We didn’t have to wait long to see white willows,
salix triandra (almond willows), weeping willows,
alders, black poplars, dogwood bushes, while
in the water you can see squeakers, pikes, carps,
rudds, etc.

Unfortunately, a few coypus have arrived too.

Between the park and the pond we have created
the first important forested area with one-year-
old seedlings in pots spread across 15,000 square
metres. The plants used are: Elms, Ash Trees,
Walnut Trees and Cherry Trees.

After 18 years, everything has been left intact.

New plants have came up and grown inside and
there is a perfect balance now. If we look at the
oaks inside the forested area, we realise that they
do not suffer from the attack of the slug sawfly and
powdery mildew, which sometimes happens with
the more isolated external ones.

We later fenced this forested area to protect the
farmyard animals, which we decided to leave free
to roam inside it, against the attacks of predators
such as foxes, martens and dogs - with little
success: in one night seven turkeys were beheaded
by a fox.
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The Kingfisher

The most striking arrival was the Kingfisher, |
would compare this bird to afighter plane with
its ultra fast flight always close to the water
and always accompanied by a high-pitched
piercing whistle. Plus, it has bright shades of
blue that almost seem artificial.

| felt a deep sorrow. that time when a hole
was dug to repair a pipe and a couple of these
wonderful birds had chosen a small den, that
either had been created or that they had dug
themselves, just above the water level that
had formed inside it.

On that occasion the birds, which are normally
very reluctant.to be approached, had begun to

accept me and not to escape as | slowly moved
towards them.

This went on for several days, but one day a
heavy downpour brought water polluted by a
dunghill of one of ourneighbours.

It was a tragedy, | found them both dead next
to each other.

| gently picked them up, they were incredibly
light and were like colourful butterflies and |
asked myself how such a thin creature could
have so much energy and vitality.

This kind of crime should not happen again
any more.




The embankment

In the past, the area was prone to flooding
and this is why on the north side of the land
an embankment had been built to prevent
the entire property from being flooded. A set
of draining pumps, created by the consortium
responsible for water management, - solved
this problem by making this embankment no
e longer useful for the purpose for which it-was
L built.

The force of nature has suggested us a way
SNEL of making the most of this space. We let the
. M. thousands of shoots, which spontaneously
i came up on this ground, grow. This led to a
';7‘ dense forest of elms, oaks, maples and many
ik different varieties of bushes.

This space has become.the primary source of
. firewood for our home. The space occupied is
. seven metres wide and five hundred long. The
T plants are very dense, which is why a “palara”
e (coppice) was created, where all the plants
- compete for sunlight, growing straight and
. very tall.
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Le Carezze

Where does this word come from?

As this area was a wetland in the past, there was
a plant that used to cover chairs with straw and
build “balzi” (1.5 m long ropes used to tie the
sheaves of wheat).

This plant is still found along ditches. It is a very
enduring plant and, when slid between your
fingers, it becomes very sharp.

This plant is called marsh grass, but in the local
dialect of Terrazzano it is called “carezza” hence
the not very poetic reason behind the name of
Via Carezze.
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Viale Monza

Marcello, the man who has always looked after the
greenery of our farm, chose the name.

Before there were rows of Passa Crassana pear trees in
the foreground, with the abbot graft in the upper part.

As we couldn’t stand the use of weedkillers and plant
protection products, we pulled them out almost
immediately after buying the property.

Starting from the pond, on that land we planned a
tree-lined path more than 500 metres long, running
along the ditch skirting the hill and the forested area
with the poultry pen.

We decided that it had to be something important,
that would leave its mark by enhancing the
environment both in terms of aesthetics and looks.

The path of the ditch features gentle turns that we have
also retained with the path.

Experts told us that, starting from the seed or at most
with one-year-old plants, instead of already formed
plants, would have led to greater satisfaction over
time.

We wanted to experiment by setting up two rows with
one-year-old seedlings and two rows with seedlings
with a circumference of 20 cm.

For the first two rows, close to the ditch, we used young
seedlings of different varieties: ash tree, wild cherry, oak,
downy oak and downy oak. Among the last two species,
we also choose mahaleb cherry plants, which perfectly
fulfilled the task for which they had been chosen. They
grow in the form of a bush, shading the trunk of the

main plant and preventing branches from forming
on the trunk. The second reason why this plant was
used, equally important, is its very heavy wood, which,
therefore, is great as firewood.

Next to these two first rows we created a five-
metre-wide headland. Plus a row of plants already
developed and another headland marked by a last
row of imposing plants.

In these last two rows we used white hornbeams,
ash trees and oaks. | was happy to find out that, by
mistake, | was given a Macedonian oak (an oak that
produces hairy acorns).

Almost 20 years later, the first plants we planted have
grown taller than the ones that were already quite
imposing at the time.

In these two footpaths there is a microclimate in
perfect harmony with a large amount of fungi living
in symbiosis with the plants.

Even on the hottest summer days, there is always a
pleasant atmosphere, due to the breeze created with
the cool shade produced by the plants that have now
formed two tunnels.

Attacks from insects are also under control. At the
beginning there was the sphinx caterpillar that ate
the leaves of the ash trees, and also the slug sawfly
that fed on the chlorophyll of the lower side of the
oak leaves. The problem disappeared quite a few
years ago, and no plant protection products have
been used, including those allowed by the organic
farming.









The second footpath

Next to Viale Monza there is a plot intended for
arable land.

Along with arable land, with the seedlings
produced in the nursery described earlier, we
have created a row of plants consisting of oaks,
elms and field maples.

Now the plants have grown a lot, with the elms
dominating over the others, then the oaks and
the maples, which are also affect by the shade
created by the other plants.

The elm grows fast, but has a very fierce enemy,
red spiders, the bearer of a virus that dries up the
plant, a disease called ‘dutch elm disease’.

The only solution is cutting the plant and burn the
wood to prevent it from spreading.

An elm that does is not affected by this pathogen
is the Siberian elm, though it is not as elegant
asours.

At the end of the footpath we have created
another forested area with a large variety of
plants: elms, cherry trees, maples, ash trees and
oaks.

This is a natural forested area and after 15 years
has never been changed with cuts or other work.

It has become an oasis with perfect harmony
between flora and fauna both below and above
the ground.




The health trail

| was with Carla in Istanbul and we were walking
along the Bosporus, when we saw in a park some
wonderful sports equipment mainly used by
elderly people.

We tried them out too and, also attracted by the
beautiful design of these machines, we noted
down the name of the manufacturer.

We purchased it on our way back and had it
collected directly in Turkey We thereby created a
health trail that starts from the park and reaches
the pond.

There are 12 machines on which one can practice
more than 20 exercises.




The olive groove

Our neighbours, Mr.Battista and his wife, decided to
sell their house and the hectare of land around it,
located next to our park. Aware of the fact that our
property has plenty of land towards the interior, but
was lacking land on the road side, we seized the
opportunity and made the purchase.

We started to think about how we would use this
new space. The best idea seemed to be an olive
grove, even if the climate of the local area is not
quite ideal. As we saw several strong ornamental
olive trees and also with the greenhouse effect in
mind, we had a go at it.

The position seemed ideal, because to the north it
was protected by the house and a thick hedge of
hazel, to the east by a now high and dense forested
area, to the west by the road, which is more than
three metres higher than the ground and sunshine

on the southern side.

So we thought that the three ‘S’ (sun, silence and
space) necessary for this crop were there. In Tuscany
we bought 200 plants suitable for our climate,
creating a mix of self-fertile and pollinating olive
trees: holm oak, frantoio and pendolino.

After reserving an area for the vegetable garden on this
new land, we have planted these seedlings.

Ten years later, we have half the number of plants,
we never produced any oil but, on the other hand,
we have created a beautiful olive grove, even if
the greenhouse effect has never assisted us as we
hoped it would have.

The surviving plants are strong, healthy and the
natural thinning out, which was partly predicted,
does not affect the overall view.




The ruins of the old house

At the end of Viale Monza you enter a private  show its best results: the ruins of the old house that
unpaved road and by turning left you arrive where all ~ should become a wine cellar and nine hectares of
the drainage work, tree planting and balance should  land that should become a vineyard.




“La piantata”

A native plant and once essential to create a
vineyard, the field maple is very resistant and
regarded as beautiful for its shape and colour
of the leaves, as well as for its distinctive spiral-
shaped fruits.

The vine is a climbing plant and, in order to bear
fruits, it needs pruning and supporting poles.

Why pruning? It is a well-known fact that nature is
frugal and that plants, in particular, try to use the
minimum amount of energy to obtain as much as
they can. In this case the best a plant can get is the
survival of the species.

If a vine is left free to grow in fertile soil and in a
healthy environment, it becomes vigorous and
this strong feeling gives it the awareness that it is a
guarantee for the future of her species. Therefore,
itdoes not feel the need to bear fruits and seeds for
the future, thus depriving us of its tasty bunches.

To stimulate the vine to bear fruits, its vigour must
be reduced by skilfully pruning it.

As vines are climbing plants, they need a structure
to support them. Modern vineyards feature
systems with steel tie rods and poles perfectly
spaced out and aligned with satellite methods.
They are designed to make suckering, harnessing
of sprays, polling, mechanised harvesting and
pruning easier.

In the past there were two planting methods: one

carried out with willow or poplar poles, which
had to be replaced every year and a more original
one, where the posts were replaced by field maple
plants grown in a Y-like shape, where iron wires
were fastened to the tallest tops to hold and tie the
vine sprays.

This system was called “PIANTATA”, and in this case
it was said that the vine was married to the field
maple (opium). The sprays were tied with twigs of
salix triandra (almond willows).

Why this natural material? There are three reasons:
it is very flexible and resistant, there is plenty of it
available across the land and it contains salicylic
acid which, thanks to its exceptional healing
power, is a panacea for the whole environment.

This is why we keep the old willow plants across
the land - as well as being useful, they are also a
wonderful ornament.

As for logistical reasons, we can no longer use the
“piantata”asasysteminthevineyard, weemployed
the field maple to remember this old method and
create a grove in a corner that we weren’t able to
use for the vineyard.

We have also added this native tree to the
bordering headland.

This world inhabited by creatures, both animals
and plants, is an example of an actual ecosystem
based on a perfect balance.



The bees

The bees deserve special attention. These hard-
working insects are not useful for pollinating the
vine, but they carry out other very important tasks.

Along with all the flowers that are naturally found
across the land, we have expanded the vineyard,
filling the empty areas caused by vines that did not
take root with about twenty varieties of aromatic
plants.

Bees, in their constant search for pollen, travel
continuously at a height of three metres, creating
a protective network for our vineyard. It protects it
because, as they take over the land, they keep away
other harmful insects and, plus, as they fly they
release substances that act as a natural antibiotic.
Let’s not fail to mention the excellent honey they
make.

| believe that while animals have a brain in a very
specific place, i.e. the head and if this is cut the
animal dies, something different and yet much more

The apiaries

— 30

effective happens with plants. | would call theirs an
‘integral brain’ spread across the whole plant, from
the deepest roots to the most extreme leaves.

A careful analysis of the behaviour of these creatures
will certainly confirm this.

For example, the competitiveness among plants
to expose themselves to the sun that makes them
develop in height, the coppice mentioned earlier, is
an example.

When a branch is cut off, an enzyme that helps the
wound to heal is released into its lymph and, if the
trunkis cut, it does not die, but somewhere an input
that causes new branches to grow is sent and in a
short space time it becomes more vigorous than
before.

Forafulldescription ofthe sensitivityand intelligence
of plants, we recommend reading the books of
professor Stefano Mancuso, a plant neurobiology
researcher at the University of Florence.




The mulberry grove

We ventured into creating a mulberry grove in order  what we needed to start the production of silkworms
to pursue our differentiation policy and prepared  or products derived from the tasty mulberries.




We have already mentioned that this was a
marshland. Itis the result of the formation of dunes
created by the floods and of the changes in the
surrounding riverbeds: Adige, Fratta and Terrazzo.

The sediments released over time by these waters
are made up of substances of volcanic origin,
limestone, a wide variety of minerals and peat
which, mixed with a humus that stratified over
millennia, make this land (as well as fertile and
generous) also excellent to give volume, flavour, a
alcohol content, minerality and, at the same time,
a nice freshness to the wine that can be produced.

All these substances have been eroded by the
mountains, valleys and plains in the whirling
journey of these rivers from the source to Terrazzo.

Namely, soils that are so rich are the ones that, like
ours, are strong and with a think sandy substratum.

Unfortunately, — our  territory has  some
contraindications for vines, though they can be
overcome with some attention, a lot of passion
and love for the environment. Humidity is the

main threat because it favours the attack of fungal
parasites.

To minimise this risk, we have adopted a guyot
pruning system and vines that produce wide-
spaced bunches, which makes it easier for the
grapes to dry after the rain or in the morning after
the night dew.

The skin of the grapes must be rather tough to
make the bunch less vulnerable. This is why we
used vines such as trebbiano romagnolo, Istrian
malvasia, garganega, palava, cabernet, merlot and
ancellotta.

Another limit is the poor temperature range, which
is essential for producing aromatic wines for which
hills are ideal.

As we also wanted to produce an aromatic wine,
because it is pleasant, but above all because it can
be paired with a wide variety of dishes, we have
used the Palava vine, originally from the Czech
Republic. This is a cross between Miller Thurgau
and Gewurztrdminer and has the characteristic of



maintaining a high aromatic quality even with poor
temperature ranges.

Clearly in an environment like this one, arming
organically is not very easy, but we set our minds
to it, aware that some harvests will be lost and that
the work and costs will certainly be higher than
those generated with a conventional system.

We have long sought an expert agronomist who
would follow us along this path, we think we have
found one with Fabio who, as well as being an
agronomist, is also a graduate in oenology with
decades of experience in important wineries in the
Valpolicella areas.

The seven vines adopted will allow us to produce,
along with the resulting pure wines, also others
which are a mix of them.

We have also provided a withering area to produce,
as well as passito, also wines to strengthen and give
continuity to consumers in terms of aromas and
flavours.

It took us 20 years to prepare the environment. It

took us two years to prepare the vineyard. Now we
have to think about the cellar.

Near our house, on the local A-road and, therefore
in a commercially advantageous position, we have
a house.

Thinking of the stress that the grapes would have
had to undergo during the transport from the
vineyard to this place, and with the aim of always
reserving the highest respect with which everything
has been done, the choice of the place was not
influenced by commercial needs: an old house
inserted in the context of the vineyard will be
renovated and turned into a cellar.

These are the remains of a modest country house
with the stables and barn next to it.

The poor consistency of the walls, the fact that
they were impregnated with the smells of the
stables and the humidity by capillarity goes back
to the foundations suggest that it is better to know
everything down and redo it with suitable materials
in term of aesthetics, insulation and hygiene.



The Carezze cellar

La cantina inizialmente sara composta di tre locali. Una
tettoia incorporata, dove si svolgeranno le operazioni di
diraspatura, di pigiatura e di fermentazione. Un locale per
le cisterne d’acciaio, che sara climatizzato ed un locale
per I'appassimento, dove verranno previsti un sistema di
ventilazione e uno di deumidificazione nel caso le condizioni
climatiche ne rendessero necessario l’intervento.

In quest’ultimo locale sara riservato uno spazio per i
legni; questo sara provvisorio perché, se la cantina avra
successo, il nostro confinante, signor Garola ci ha ceduto
un rustico dove realizzeremo una showroom ed un posto
adatto per la maturazione del vino in bottiglie ed in botti
di rovere.

Abbiamo curato nei particolari la struttura, riservando
particolare attenzione al tetto che é realizzato con
travature integrali di rovere ed il tamponamento con
tavelline in cotto. Gli angoli esterni dei muri costruiti con
mattoni faccia a vista e le pareti interne ed il pavimento,
sono rivestite in clinker.

Infuturoilvino sara presentato in una bottiglia tecnologica
particolare e da noi brevettata.

La sua peculiarita e che, posizionando la stessa, nell’atto
della mescita, con il collo in alto, si avra l'uscita del vino
senza nessun gorgoglio fin dal primo goccio versato e
senza rimescolamento. Se usata con spumanti non ci
sara dissolvimento nell’aria di anidride carbonica ed
aumentera nel bicchiere la persistenza al perlage.

Sesivuoleossigenareilvino, basta posizionareil collo nella
parte bassa, durante la mescita, ed il vino si ossigenera
fino all’ultimo goccio.

The oak barrels
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...2022

All of our wines have taken part to various events/
tastings both in Italy and abroad, obtaining
important prizes and awards that have stimulated
us to increase production with new plantations
of resistant grapes (Piwi) and a new space for
winemaking,

We also bought both the ruin and the house near
the cellar, transforming them into a tasting room
and storage for finished wines.

The first wine production of our cellar dates back
to 2017.

In the last five years we have gradually increased
the range of our wines, now composed of two
sparkling wines of Istrian Malvasia and Sauvignon
Kretos, still white wines from Palava grapes and
Istrian Malvasia, two important red wines from
Merlot and Cabernet Volos grapes, until the last

arrived; the Passito from Palava grapes.

o] 1] L2 o
Asia International #‘ Intemational Wine | Decanter Wine Channel - ? Premio TOP100 ® ‘D!‘Pﬂ
Wine Competition2019 | Top Hundred 2020 Challenge 2020 VWORLD WINE AWARDS " B;,slt Ittalianzon st VJ’".ItBW - Lo s ny AW
i io” 2021 ine Selection arsWines -
SIVERWINNER de"l Glusaro BRONZE WINNER SILVER WINNER 94/100 ai vini di Verona 12 Rassegna Nazionale
2022 Vini PIWI

Some of the acknowledgments received.



peanta def piana terre

In the renovation we respected the fundamental
rules of the circular economy, recovering all the
bricks of the old farmhouse and the wooden
beams, still in good condition.

Photovoltaic panels will make us autonomous for
air conditioning and reverse flame ovens with high
efficiency and very low environmental impact will
heat us, taking advantage of the large production
of wood that the 40000 plants planted twenty years
old inevitably give us every year.

The recovered bricks

The new tasting area.




The planting of plants, with special precautions,
allows us to protect our vineyards from frost, with
the formation of windbreak hedges, which are also
an aesthetic and environmental enrichment.

A ring of 8 meters in diameter built with cypress
poplars that once these plants have reached
a height of 6-7 meters (3-4 years), a cascade of

descending air will be created inside this ring by
the lowering of internal temperature.

This little breeze will be a comfort for those who,
sitting at a table, will taste one of our super-
awarded wines.
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being “organic”... i
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What we have illustrated above is the work
carried out over the last 20 years with the
aim of preparing a suitable environment
for a vineyard and a cellar, which can both = »
offer healthy wine, without using products

harmful to our health.

»

The last 10,000 vines planted are the result
of a selection of native plants resistant to _
Peronospera and Oidium with the aim of also oy 4
avoiding the use of sulphur and copper. “

It is instead a well-known fact that over 70%

of the chemical products sold for agricultural ) {
purposes is used in 5% of the cultivated area A2
used as a conventional vineyard.

We have planted 50,000 vine plants and | .
30,000 arboreous plants, thereby creating,
with hard work and a considerable economic
investment, a small earthly paradise.

We believe that our efforts and commitment
are shared and appreciated by those who will
taste our products. Inany case,awalk with our
crossbreed dogsamongthe wonderful rows of
arboreous plants or vines, appreciating their
healthy growth in an environment livened up
by any kind of animal, is priceless...
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